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Finding news reports with

Google News

Google News is useful when you are searching for a news report, especially a recent one.

Your name: ………………….......………..   Home Group: ...…      © AUSCLASSROOM.COM    
( In Internet Explorer, go to: www.google.com.au. Then click "News".

( Now answer these questions:
A. Look at the list of categories at the top left (of Google News).
	1
	The first category is 'Top Stories'. What are the next seven categories?
	

	2
	Scroll down. Under each of those categories you can see the current three main stories. Now answer the following questions.

	a
	What is the headline of the first or main story under 'World'?
	

	b
	What is the headline of the main story under 'Sci/Tech'?
	

	c
	What do you think 'Sci/Tech' is short for? (Try doing an ordinary Google search if necessary.)
	

	d
	Copy the 'intro' of the Sports top story. (The 'intro' is the sentence that introduces a news story.)
	

	e
	What is the Sports main story source? (The 'source' is the newspaper or website where the story comes from. It is coloured grey.)
	

	f
	Following the intro are similar stories from more sources - in blue and green fonts. Copy the headline and the source of one of them.
	

	g
	Look quickly down the whole page again. Now give the headline and source of the story that you think might be the most interesting.
	

	h
	Click on the link that you just copied. Now copy and paste the url (web address).
	


B. Other countries 
	3
	The drop-down menu in the first line of the 'Top stories' section currently shows Australia. Change this selection from Australia to India. What is the headline of the current main story in India?
	

	4
	What is the headline of the current main story in the United States? 
	

	5
	Look at the stories on New Zealand. Give the headline of one story that is on both the Google News New Zealand page and the Google News Australia page.
	

	6
	Give the headline of one story that you think would be of interest only to New Zealanders.
	


C. Search News

	7
	Set the Top Stories drop-down menu back to Australia. 

Further up the page, click in the window beside 'Search News'. 

Type: computer virus. 

Click 'Search News'. 

Click 'Sort by date'.

Is the latest story at the top of the list or at the bottom?
	

	8
	Click on the latest computer virus story. What is the url (web address) of the story?
	

	9
	Go BACK (to the main Google News page).

In the 'Search News' box, type: pirates
Make sure the list is 'Sorted by relevance'. ('Relevance' means 'likely usefulness'.)

Check out the stories that are listed. Find a story that gives interesting news about the pirates in Africa. Give its url (web address).
	

	10
	Search for a news topic that interests YOU. Give the url of an interesting news story on that topic.
	


D. Advanced News Search
	11
	At the very top of the page, at the right, click on the small print link Advanced News Search.

In 'Find results', following 'with all of the words', type: music video
For 'Date', beside 'Return articles added to Google News', select: last day
Click Search
How many of the results on the resulting page contain the exact phrase 'music video'?
	

	12
	Go BACK to the Advanced Search page..

Empty the first box, and in the second box ('with the exact phrase') type: music video
How many of the results on the resulting page contain the exact phrase 'music video'?
	

	13
	If a person is interested in music videos, which of the previous two searches (in 12 and 13) would normally give the better results - 12 or 13?
	

	14
	Go BACK to the Advanced Search page. 

Find the url of any news story about earthquakes or volcanoes during the last 7 days. 
	

	15
	Find the url of any story about a car accident in Japan during the past month.
	

	16
	Now we'll search for a story that is more than 30 days old. In the first "Find results' box, type: myer fire
Make sure the second box is empty.

For Date, click on archive search..

Copy and paste the url of a story about the fire at Myer in 2007.
	


Summing up:

Complete these sentences by typing one of the answers from the last column. (The first one is done for you.)
	1
	An example of a category in Google News is …
	Sport
	(Games / Sport / School)

	2
	The number of categories that Google News has is …
	
	(seven / eight)

	3
	Google News colours the font of its source websites …
	
	(orange / grey / brown)

	4
	When using Google News you can change the …
	
	(country / controls / score)

	5
	You can sort the Google News results by …
	
	(date / size / cost)

	6
	If you choose Advanced News Search, you can narrow down your choice to stories published in the last …
	
	(minute / hour / year)

	7
	If you are searching for the TV program "Days of our lives" you would select …
	
	(with all of the words / with the exact phrase)

	8
	For stories more than a month old you would choose …
	
	(month search / archive search)


( First, download this Word document from the school website as follows:


Run Internet Explorer, click on Bridgewater High School Home Page, click on Students.


RIGHT-click on Google News 2009.doc


Choose Save Target As... 


Save the document in YOUR home directory (find My Documents or your logon name, then find your Computing folder). 


( Open this Word document. Type your name and home group. SAVE the document as "Google News" every 10 minutes.














